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Some t{�e· ��b;11:!ask�d memb�rs to let me· know their views· on wba� th� Loch 
Ness anim·�is

. 
may. b�·. I · ·tiave had some replies, although disappointingly few. 

How about a note in "with your cheque( when .you .. :renew you.r subscription ? 
Linda E Moloney,- of·'1Pit·t:sbur·gh, U-s A·._,,�. sent. me a letter in which she says, 

that while· .. �_�isafer:·. _minds 'than h·ers have:. b.o_ggl�q at the;_:�uestion, her ·' views are 
as follo�rs:.�- She· believes -{�$ubject to change accor�ing to new evidence) that 
current lake' monsters' ambrtg ·.them the Locti Ness mons.t� .t � are descendants of . 
the prehis.to.ric 8:la$mos:aurus. �: It ls-·her hypothef?is u1.at this· type of sea-· 
dwelling _ _pleE?iosau'r· .. _ or '·some .. of · thetn; soLJ_ght the prot�ction of ·inland waters 
ages ago 'to .�·s6�ir:l'e: larger artd, 01r, vicious: predators. They stay,ed' to live . 
and breed�' �even· ·after.-the ·waters.:.betame landlod�:� d. Over tt)e ce'rlturies, they 
would ha�� evoived:tb · accommodate the fresh wate�·an��chang��-r�· t� mperature 
and climate. !t is her idoa that these creatur�s in .lakes �ll.icive� the world 
are sim{lar; bu� �iffe�ent according to diffe��nces in environms�f. Th6ugh 
some fuay�h�0�-��e��in�d ve��·�imilar.to the!�.ancestors (the mosf like the 
plesias·€lur� '��irill" .. live in· the: ocean deeps}·; . som(3 :like those in. Loch Ness have 

r, . ... .. ' . ·- � . .
. 
. . . . 

evolved .. ·a.fld · adept'�d ·-to a form·. that� may not.:longer even be truly classified as 
reptilian';-<>�n .�fac·t· fhey may now be. a tctally .new·-··spec�E;3·s, .'iike: some, but not· 

•" j "f ·•. ·- , . r ,, • • . 
• " •  tru�l'-, �ny_r �.:' .. a:. ·la' · -.t·he pTatyplfs� . • · . , .. - , . · · . ·' · . . . . 

She .. �lcioks_'· to the future whrin som·e lake .. monsters have been caught, studied, . 
and perh�p�: ,'b'rEil:f under obs€r1J8d' conditions,. to compar� ,the differences and 
similari t.ie·s: �-s·t�-e·:en· those· from ·Scotland:_ and Canada and Russia and • • • • • • • • • •  

Allisori:Ri�� sent me� �oto, ·with her ±deas, which are: She feels that for 
the acii�a�� .�6,be seen·so rar�lyithey do not breath a*r at all, and suggests 
they ��o�ettow live in ·the thick silt and mud .which makes a thick layer on much 
of th� iqb� - bot��m. ·This sud�ests · to ·her -�ome kind iof amphibian animal or. 
'worm' (as sugg�s��� by the late··F w· Holiday in his book 'The Great Orm of Loch 
Ness.') even

.
though the sightihg·reports �ive a vivid picture of a plesiosaur 

shape. Jbe creat�res are probably something completely unknown and will have 
to be separate!� 6la�sified� The fact that they have not been seen out of the 
water for ��i�a�t· 15 ye���; might indicate a change in lifestyle, or the fact · 
that. the�· ·�ever" da�e· on laM�� in the first place. · · 

Donald Hen�hilwb6d let fue h�ve his views� He does not subscribe to the sea 
slug theory at a·ll, ··and is inclined to class long-nee� lake monsters in general 
as being relat�d toj if �ot the same as� sea serpents ef similar appearanoe. 
He feels that this being so' would rule out plesiosaurs, because of the flexible 
neck� unless they have enjoyed so gteatly as to now�ave different vertibrae 
to t�� tois�l remairis. He sa�s that he is in favour of a mammal related to 
seal�,"by£L£here is·stil1'a lingering doubt in his mind. That underwater photo 
of a 'ffh' shows no trace of digits, whereas land sightings indicate there are· 
claws. · So pe�h�ps it is reall� a tail 'fin' as some pJ�siosaurs had ? It is 
also a fact that �ome· pl�siosaurs had a dJuble rib structure. which would have 
made a submarine�lik� �isplacement possible, he says he doe� not know of any 
other creature able to do thot and·�t,·sticks in his mind whenevor he tries to 
rule out reptiles. The ques·tion .of temperature is no problem i.f the warm­
blw_pded dinosaur the.ory is a·pplied. to· aquatic reptiles. 

He i�·�ls� intrigued b� reports. from lakes · which are e�ther too small or t�o 
shallo:w to· support ·large -crea.tures. He :suspects tha.t man-y, if not all� are 
link e.?, to· .�he sea in some way ·and this might p.rov,ide .. acce•s at times of high 
water;· especially · i'f the creatures are suffic�ently amphibious to overcome 
shallow, \ot. ev�h dry, sectioMs of the route.� If movement .is nocturnal and 
there is perhaps some instinctive urge to go inlandp then. the mysterious 
appearance and disappearances could be explained. 

Oonald recently spent a �ittle time on the (leyn Peninsular but did not 
have time. to· get down, :to .

. 
Barmouth or to Bala. 

· 

· He heard while there, that a 
· very .large; 11u�tle �ad, 'been)uashEi]d up near Aber·soch: two years ago. He wonders 
if it��as ��e:_sam�.nna th�t appe�r�� near Bar�buth in 1975� 
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I have had a number .of' l.att-81:'-s-f-rori� p· V Gau.ghan, in them he has put 
1 __ f-o.rwar-d_.sooH3-id-eaS-a.nd-· views. One of'·_' t� -� -j--�hings that puzzles him, he says, 

is the absence, among the scientific peopfe and other interested parties, of 
any collective scheme to get a ' body on the shore', It is his opinion that_no 
amount of secorndary evidence, film, sonar, etc., will make any difference to 
our case now, as it has done so over the past thirty years. He suggests that 
perhaps a large purse net wo.ul:d be worth trying-;·. w.ith 9, stJbscription to cover 
the cost. He thinks that the anirnais. most surely,;:.-do a l�t-.. of swimming about 
the bottt:lm of the loch, so a very large net would. be-:. .nee:d-a.d:. Made out of t 
inch gauge· nylon rope with a six. ,inch: mesh it should be--l about 200 yeards by 
600 yards, and about 50 yards high • . · It would be weights� d�wn along the 
bottom, ·with 'buoyant floats .on .tMe· upper edges. The .bait would hand in the 
centre and the ends wo�ld have a q�ick reeling device. to be triggered when 
the bait is t�uched. The la�ge size is necessary because he feels anything 
too small.�ould frighten the animals off. 

Mr Gaughan-says that twenty difficulties could be raised against the scheme, 
but never-the-less he cannot see one complete impossibility. n I can understand 
how he .feels, but such a scheme would really be a Herculi�an task to undertake. 
The cost_-,_�·! the. net, no:w. · would it be handled, empt_y, it ·would be awkwarct, but 
if it workBd . an·d· you .-had·. �i crea-t.ure up to thirty feet- long thrashing about • • • •  

It could prove very di ffic·ul t to: find out what we want1 and extricate the 
animal frorn� ·:the, net w.i, thout injuring or killing it. . This was always the reason 
put forward by�the Loch Ness- Investigation, when anyone asked why no attempt 
had been mn�o to catch a creature, not enough was known about them to risk 
killing one, and pe�haps upset.the breeding pattern. I think that this should 
always remain the first consid��ation in our dealings and plans at Loch Ness. 
The question of1bait is also a:v�xed one. Over the years many people have tried 
many�thing��as .bait� witho4t any provsble success. If a really effective bait 
could be .. f�lJfl.d �··:--it would not _b� .. __ ;necessE;:t.ry .t o  . try to catch an animal, as they 
could> b-e· a:ttt:aqtqd to.:-·the unc:tor-w·ater q.a.m:e+:.-�1;3. alm0st at. will. ( Of such things 
are dreams m.,ad.B). · '- ·1 t ,·: : · 1 ., :· .:·. : •1 -.� _ .  :; 

I'ln ( a'ndthe!t' --;letter he .. sug.g ... s:ts __ :t:ha� I shou-l-d· .try speci fie questions in tbe 
Nesslettets ;'!J�- ali;ci t �e�p_o_nsG., :e.s an. e_xamp � a :bE? puts forward the problem of 
breedin�. r;�Qo�they .b�aed tn the l och ? ·, -!�!there an annual actLvity period� 
Do th�Yi�addJthe .larvae, n�ed surface light . . an� oxygen for ·mating ? .. Is any�hing 
known of their· ance?tors breeding behavio�p�1 ,_How small can the larvae be? 
Is there evidence of 'parental ca�e' sigh��89S ? . . Do the larvae corn� �P from 
the sea ?-:.�;Ca ·ld .. they be idont�cal to _eels.,? : (Constanco Whyte repprts a 6 
foot t;ugJ.y.'-,_r_tJ;app�d in a canal lock in 1860-qdd } .. " -��-� , 

Anothe£. ,ide�l.Js ·· fpr more, use to be made of small_.' snapper' dredges, they are 
faitly-·ea�y to �se,. being quite portable, and not top expensive. I think the 
problem with them !s the fact you need a boat:of:some sprt to get onto the 
water. Not ·many individual watchers have this facilify� The Loch Ness and 
Morar Project·· expeditions ''1 use this type of . equipment in their work, but at 
the moment I do not know of any of their f��dings. · As Mr Gaughan says ''That 
flipper had bonos, and one frog�ent and�your. home." J. 

Another intriguing thought he has b�d-.�s about eleptton microscopes. These 
machines have raisod micro-idonti ficat�Q·f:l.i.tP..-: a new art 1 one tissue cell ·can be 
chromosome counted and identified o · SQ �-h.e i tyonoqr:�1 if a water sample taken. from 
the loch· exit could be examined. It_, "W:O\ll.c;i .. J;l:J3 l.qL:ite {:1 task eliminating all . . 

known algae, protoza, �sl skin cells �=tc .. ,r; . bu-t ,p_erb.9PS one could be singled out 
as being·· u.huswal·. After all, he says, . if.: the.-� tr:e·atu:�.s.s are there in the numbers 
and of ·-the -�fi;ze.: suggested by Ray Mackal, there. ,s_h:o.uld. be a comparatively large 
numbsr·bf residu�l cello around. 

:". i �-. 
Zeuglodon , 

I have receiv·�� .a number of cuttings from American paper.s carrying news of a 
photograph take'rl ·in 1977 of one of . t.he Lake Champlain 'creatures. The colour 
photograp.h, ;.�rich had remained secret unti� mid:-November 1980., is now und�rgoing 
optical varification at the University of A�iio��· S�ndra and Anthony Mas1 of 

of New Haven,· Conn. , say they: took the pic(lJ�� in 1977 while they and their 

children were walking along th� lake shore.· They have copyrighted it, and 

while allowing it to �e exam{�ed ; will not allow it to be printed or
_

publ�shed 

�ntil they have met with a business agent. Or Ray Mackal, of the Un1vers1ty 



of: ..Chi�:&��+ whq" �a .�l:aasEid�:·�&·,.a" spaciall.8t\-._1-,V1rare arid extinct animals,. ,het·.,\ 
said;:;ihe. la�·· e·ot'Vifl�e.d t.hat. ��� phototgtapt('i' geiiulhe�.·· lt···was takah with � .. 
telephoto· lens.at en estimated range of 150 feet, it shows a grey, serpent­
like heed and neck protruding out of the water in a bay. The head is looking 
away from the camera and the neck appears to be about seven feet long. �t 
looks like the same sort of creature that has beon sighted ir1 Loch Ness and 
in Canada's Lake Okanagan. Or Mackal· also says "Theyire not monsters. Thaytta 
ordinary mammals, but they're elusive. We're not really· saying anything very 
surprising at all� We're in the real.world, not the goblin world�" He die­
counted theories.that the creatures might Qe pleaiosaurs; ancient seagoing 
reptiles� He thinks they are more likely to be Zeuglodons; These ate the 
oldest moat primitive whales for whieh there is evidence� Or Madk�l �aY• h� 
thinks they probably looked sometbing like a giaht anaconda. They were an 
elongated; snake-like whale that flexed �P and down when they swam ih•teed 
of trom side to side like a snake, .Sightings from varipus ·fteahwatet lakal 
have oceurted exclusively between latitude$ So degteea end go dag��e� hdtthj 
Most commonly they occur in lakes oonnected·to the see by a tree flowin• 
tiver. Lake Champlain is such a lake� being connected to the Atlantic by the 
Riche1ieu and St Lawrence rivots. He said the zeuglodons; if they eki�;; m•Y 
follow aalmon runs upriver from the sea. 
Or George Zug, heed of vertebrae loology. for the Smithsonian lns�tut1Gn !� 
Washington 0 c. said "At .1. e ':l o t hal� J.::he eyewitness repolil $eem to bG (::otn1rtg 
from very r ... :i�b� 8 �tJi..tnesses who have seen things they Just do not utid&t•tattd• 
Our pcsitton has been to encourage them to keep after whatevet J,' !1 the.Y'v• •epnj 
end bl'ing us back some good solid data." 

· 

Qr Milton Potash of the University of Vermont•a bioldgy dep�rtrnent, an 
authority on the ecology of Lake Chemplian, is not going in#� �h� mon•ter 
atudyiMg business. But he is unwilling to rule out the pbasibility that •" 
unuawa1 creature ot creatures may be swimming etouhd. 118$•£oa1ly, tha#e 4• 
no way we can ptove the non-existence of anything. All �e caM Jay �· yes 4� 
may be P possibility. · 

· 

Montgomsty filher, eo•ditector Qf.tna. �ak� CM�mplain la.t� Study Commllt41�t 
said he ie �mrtied about tne ettent�on t�at the gt.owiMI notP#iQty pf �e · 

monetaf eould bti�g
.

to �eke C�amplain; . The lake 7�Wld pe PYef1�M" h� fql1. 
Ha el•g aaid that 'f the �r�at�re• do e�•t they.show � p� g•pte� '�d •. �Q 
f?fedi�tect that

. 
the Virtno .. �t L.eg�alatJJt�

. 
w�l.l ��a��. �·����=4ve . �egi.�a$4-�n 4@. �\· 

(See NIS 42 to' the f! r�t positive a�epst Py Zo� ZarJy�ak� t j� �h!• d$,ec$�AA . t 

·sta�'�\i"n_aa. _ . 
. 

" . . . . 

On Monday Oecembe� 8th 19$0 Net.l�e popp�� �p, fot one pf �h� V�,Y.I�� 
,iQh,ing• tepo�ted this yeat, Mt ) Camet�h, e bake� sf brum��o�hit, ��� 
�riv$ng towards l�vornese, �he� he Mad a �r,ef Qlimp•a of • �Q�� •Md Mat�t .. 
He �:aught eight of a lof}g nee�. aii� ·Mea• ·��ck�n9 of.lt, o�� ,., �t;� watet_�_rathet­
�ik.e \�e periscope of a aubmatine, He d�d Mo� g�t, � lqhg•t look�-�, -��.Uti 
ha wee driving and had to �atch the �oad• When he pulied up and we• ab�� jg 
lock towards where ha had •ea� it, it had gohe. The loch w&• fai�ly ca�m ani 
the object seemed to be black iM colour. Ha wao not au�a if it waa MO�ing a' 
�ot, bu� presumed tt we• something alive because it �eapps•#ad, and alt�outn 
�e waited and watched fot soma time it did not teappeat, 

The othet aighting is of 8Mothar p�ma an� not Nes•�a, l'rn sorry t• •av, 
On Sul'tday 7th Oeeember 1980 Mr D�ggan" a re;.4fed oh!pping CO"fl&I1Y f#JJ'f�J:»f f. 

and hta \�fife, were walking along �ha �ankt, of �he Riv�f £n,�ck near, �h�r hom� 
-� Ki"looh, Balnain� Glen �r��haf�� Me tt� an animal �0� he 1t ,.,rtt th��i 
wee .hit naighboure L.abrado' dog, by� wt')et'J ne called to it, it tf4,t')e." j.t., hJet� 
and he ' c;ould eee that it had a feline appearanc�� "lt W'lf �at,yA.nQ j.iJ li�1 
4-n an odd faahl,.on and had a pyggy face,'' t-ie waid, "I walked. �QWM th• blink 
end followed it for a diatance before los,ng ''Qh1; or it." Hs J'eturne.d Jlg"'' 
and got his own dog and camera, but there waa no �re tQ be •eeh of 1t whQA 
he returned. On the next d�y ha once m9re return�d tQ the etee, wharo h� 
found footprinta. Ha took photogfapha of them, they were eaoh about � �n�t 
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in diameter. One of them was firm enough for a plaster cast to be taken, 
this he will give to the Northern Constabulary. 

Irish Sighting - Once again from Mr Gaughan, who is � teacher. The subject 
of Loch Ness had been mentioned by someone, not Mr Gaughan, When one of his 
pupils, a sensible, quiet boy, sa� . he and his family had been out in a boat 
on an Irish Loch last summer, whe��hey saw something. He went on to describe 
a 1classic1 head and neck sighting, he did have the name of the loch but Mr 
Gaughan has forgotten it. It seems that he, and the family, had not been 
bothered about it at all, but just took it as something that was naturally 
fo �d in Irish lakes. 

NIS ccintacts 

Alan Merrison, 151 Oxford Road, Windsor, Berks., did not manage his trip to 
the loch this year, but he hopes to manage one in the near future. He would be 
happy to hear from anyone living in his area. 

George Vyce, 523 Queen Street, Midland, Ontario, Canada, has very happy 
memories of the weeks he spent with the LNI at Achnahannet, in the autumn of 
1970. He has been back to Britain on a number of occasions but has never made 
it back to the loch. He is now planning his now annual London-Athens summer 
holiday for 1981. He asks is there anyone in the London area who remembers 
the fall of -70, perhaps they would like to meet for a drink, and chat about 
old times. 

John and Oenise Negus are hoping to be at the loch for Easter 1981. They. 
will be based at the campsite at Dares from the 17th April to the 20th April, 
1981. They will be found in a small ridge tent or on their push-bikes along 
the road, they will be delighted to meet any other monster lovers in the area 
at the same time. 

Mrs E Percival is hoping to be at the loch again for Easter in 1981. They 
usually stay in the Fort Augustus area, and hope to be there for about ten 
days, in the April, getting back again for a fortnight sometime in July. 
Having drawn a blonk in 1980 they hope for batter fortune in 1981. 

Well there we are again. the end of another Nessletter, thank you for 
writing, and if you have not, why not ? Please remember yQur news and 
views are awways needed. My address is still, R R Hepple, Huntshieldford, 
St Johns Chapel, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, DL13 1RQ. Subscriptions are 
U K £2.00., U 5 A and Canada $8.00., other areas on ap�lication. 

Rip. ' \ 


